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Redmond Toddl
er Groupõs 

Toby Times  

December 2008  Redmond Toddler Group  

Lake Washington Technical College 
Redmond Campus Bldg 

6505 176th Ave NE 
Redmond, WA 98052 

425-869-5605 
Redmond_toddler@hotmail.com 

www.redmondtoddler.org 

December: 

* Weeks of Dec. 1-13 

   Toys for Tots Toy Drive 

* Wed., Dec. 3rd 

    Rubyôs Diner ñDine Outò    

    Fundraiser 5-9pm, Redmond Town 

Center 

Thurs., Dec. 4th 

Parent Ed: Make &Take Toy Night 

7pm at RTG 

Sat., Dec. 6th 

     Miss Anitaôs Santa parties,    

     9:30 & 11am (sign up in class) 

Sat., Dec. 13th 

    -Miss Annôs Santa parties, 9:30    

    & 10:30am (sign up in class) 

    - Toy Clean: classes D & E,    

       1:00pm 

Weeks of  Dec 15-Jan 2 

NO SCHOOLðWinter Break 

January: 

Sat., Jan 10th 

RTG Open HouseðTell your 

friends!!! 10:30am-12:30pm 

Thurs., Jan. 15th 

Parent Ed: Preschool Info Nightð

get info on local area preschools! 

7pm @ Benjamin Franklin Elem. 

School in Redmond 

Mon., Jan. 19th               

Scholastic Book Order Due                                                                                    

Sat., Jan. 24th                            

Toy Clean: Class B, Time TBD 

February: 

Sat., Feb. 28th                           

Toy Clean: Class M 

March: 

Sat., Mar. 14th                           

CARNIVAL!!!  

RTG Calendar 

Preschool Information Night is Coming Up!  Preschool Information Night is Coming Up!  Preschool Information Night is Coming Up!     

An updated calendar is posted at: www.redmondtoddler.org 

Preschool information night is set for 

Thursday, January 15th at 7 -8:30pm 

at Benjamin Franklin Elementary 

School in Redmond.  Over 80 schools 

from Redmond, Bellevue, Issaquah, 

Sammamish, Kirkland, Woodinville 

and Bothell areas have been invited to 

attend.  This is a GREAT way to learn 

about preschools in your area and find 

out about their upcoming open 

houses!  Even if your child has a year 

or two to go before preschool (most 

kids typically start at age 3 once 

theyõre potty trained) 

this is an excellent way 

to get an idea as to whatõs out there. 

(hint: the first time you go can some-

times be pretty overwhelming)  Find-

ing a preschool that fits your parent-

ing philosophy as well as your childõs 

personality can be pretty stressful.  

Do a little research beforehand, and 

go in with an open mind.  What you 

initially think might work for your 

child may or may not (or you might 

(Continued on page 5) 

Do you have a book to recommend, 

a parenting tip to share or an arti-

cle to submit? Weõd love to hear 

from you!  

Deadline for the January 
edition of the Toby Times is 

Monday, December 15th.  

Please e-mail contributions to Meg 

Iyer at megiyer@gmail.com, with 

the subject òToby Timesó. 

RTG TOY DRIVE  

Toys for Tots Collection  

December 1st - 13th  

We are collecting NEW, UNWRAPPED 

toys for children of all ages in need.  

This year, more than 250,000 chil-

dren in Washington State will be go-

ing without during the holidays.  If 

you can, please bring a toy to donate.  

Thank You! 
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Congratulations!!!!  

Parents Beth and Dan Secrist, big sister 

Samantha and (new) big brother Matthew 

of class D welcomed Joshua on October 

21, 2008. He weighed in at 8lbs, 4 oz and 

was 21 1/4 inches long!  

The Redmond Toddler Group is run through both the generosity and time donated by 

parents in the program.  The instructors are the only staff paid by LWTC.  This means 

that phone calls, registration, accounting, publicity, fundraising, etc. are all  done by 

your fellow classmates!!!  If youõd like to help out, please talk to your parent leader, 

your instructor or any board memberéwe can *always* use the extra help!  And...if you 

run into a parent leader or board member, be sure to thank him or her for their extra efforts!  

We have new board members! - Thank you Ali Milks , our new fundraising chair  and Hailey Chamberlain , our new 

treasurer, for stepping up and volunteering to help out!  

Extra Special Thanks -  Thanks to Pam McBain  for her years of dedication and hard work putting together the Toby 

Times and for transitioning me into the position so smoothly and continuing to provide support.  Pam you are 

amazing!   

Thank You! -  RTG volunteers that help make it happen!  

Nov. 24th Board 

Meeting Mini Minutes  

There are openings in 

Classes A, C, E, M & N.  

RTG Open House is Jan. 10th from 

10:30am-12:30pm...spread the word!  

Sally Foster fundraiser will continue, 

parent leaders will email classes w/ 

information.  

The t -shirt orders are in.  

We are working on a paypal account for 

the website so students can pay tuition 

online. 

Potential Red Robin or Pizza Schmizza 
dine out fundraiser in Januaryé.stay 

tuned!  

The new website is almost done but is not 

yet available online.  

The remaining books for the 100 Books 

bags have been ordered and will be 

available for checkout soon.  

Two or three CPR/First Aid classes will be 
offered in January at a cost of $20 per 

person.  Dates are TBD.  

The bylaws revision is complete.  The next 

step is to have a lawyer review them.   

C A R N I V A L    

D A T E ! ! !  

Carnival has been set for 

Saturday March 14, 2008.  
Please mark your calendars! You 

are required to work a 2 hour shift 

that day, or help setup the evening before.  

There will be a mandatory carnival meeting in February 

(counts for parent ed.) with more information .  

CPR & FIRST AID CLASSES OFFERED AT RTG  

CPR and First Aid Classes will be available in January.  The 

dates are TBD but bring your checkbook to school the 

first week of January.  The class 
costs $20 and you must pay the fee 

when you sign up to hold your spot.  

This also counts toward one of the 
three parent ed. classes required 

every quarter.   
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TEACHERõS CORNER 

Ms. Anita and Ms. Ann will be hosting Santa Parties at RTG for 

toddlers enrolled in their classes and their parents/guardians.  

Come to Toby School on a Saturday to meet Santa, sing holiday 

songs, and receive a special present.  Be sure to sign up in your 

classroom as space is limited. 

Ms. Anitaôs Santa Parties 

Saturday, December 6th  

at 9:30am & 11:00am 

 

Ms. Annôs Santa Parties 

Saturday, December 13th  

at 9:30am & 10:30am   

 

Please note: Due to space limitations, only children participat-

ing in Toby School should attend (unfortunately there is not 

space for siblings not enrolled).   

TRICK OR TUNA THANK YOU NOTE 

Dear Redmond Toddler Group, 

Please thank all the wonderful kids, their parents, 

and the staff of Redmond Toddler Group for their 

efforts on behalf of our hungry neighbors during 

this yearõs Trick or Tuna Food Drive.  They collected 

a total of 70 cans of tuna along with 54 additional 

cans of nutritious food such as soup, vegetables and 

baby food, and 2 large jars of peanut butter.  This 

food will go right to work feeding folks in our com-

munity who struggle to keep food on the family ta-

ble. 

Thank you for all you do on behalf of these families. 

Sincerely, 

 Brian Anderson, Operations Director 

The Emergency Feeding Program of 

Seattle & King County 

 If you would like to become more involved 

with Redmond Toddler Group, you should consider 

joining the Executive Board of Directors.  It is a 

great way to meet other parents and learn even more 

about the program!  The board members are asked to 

attend monthly board meetings, where board mem-

bers check in with current topics and discuss issues 

pertaining to RTG.  

 The Librarian  position is open for the cur-

rent school year.   The Librarian manages the Toby 

School Library.  Responsibilities include reviewing 

check out cards regularly, maintaining or replacing 

damaged books, and cataloging new inventory.   

 While elections for the Executive Board for 

the 2009-2010 school year will take place in the 

spring, we are already on the look -out for a Regis-

trar  for next year so that training can take place to 

ensure a smooth transition.  The Registrar enrolls 

students in the appropriate class, maintains class 

rosters and handles all adds and drops throughout 

the school year. The registrar also checks email and 

voicemail  and answers many questions about RTG, 

and helps inform prospective students about our pro-

gram.   A highly motivated and organized individual 

is needed for this position!   

 If you are interested in a position, please 

speak with your instructor, parent leader, or a board 

member for more information! And remember -

everyone is always welcome at Board meetings!  

Board Position Opening for this year...and thinking ahead to next year!  
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Thank You to Our Sponsors!  Our newsletter and a portion of RTG publicity are paid for by our Toby 

Times advertisers. If you do business with any of our sponsors, please tell them you saw their ad here!  

Dealing with the ñGimme, Gimmeôsò at Holiday Time 
by Shari Steelsmith 

Tip ñDo your best to focus your children 

on giving as opposed to getting.  

 The holidays are a fun time but for many chil-

dren the focus is on the presents they want. There is 

always the child who takes up a lot of time on Santaõs 

lap with a lengthy, detailed list. Or thereõs the child 

who spends three weeks itemizing his Hannukah gift 

requests for the relatives. Or thereõs the kid (this oneõs 

in my house) who thinks that reading mail -order toy 

catalogs satisfies his nightly reading homework re-

quirement.  

 This behavior doesnõt automatically mean that 

your parenting is producing a houseful of greedy, bud-

ding consumers. The fact is, our capitalist economy de-

pends on businesses being able to sell their wares. They 

long ago figured out that marketing to children is lucra-

tive. None of us are going to be able to change that be-

fore the holidays this month, so it makes more sense to 

look at how our parenting can influence our children 

not to spend too much time in a haze of òWhat am I 

gonna get?ó The most significant thing you can do is to 

redirect your child into thinking about giving  rather 

than getting.  

 Harriet Heath, Ph.D., author of Using Your 

Values, offers some helpful insights into raising a child 

to be aware of others and act in a caring fashion. òA 

child who is very focused on his own affairs and is not a 

strong òpeopleó person has more difficulty thinking 

about the needs of othersñbut you can teach him to do 

so. Behaving in a caring way toward others relies heav-

ily on wanting to do so and having the appropriate in-

formation and skills.ó 

Tools ñMake the giving fun and your children will 

more easily learn to feel the blessings of giving and ser-

vice. The following are a few tips that can help this holi-

day season. 

Limit the mediaõs presence in your home. Dra-

matically limit the amount of TV your children are al-

lowed to watch. Massive amounts of toy commercials 

air in December. Let them watch appropriate videos 

instead. Monitor any Internet time and discourage 

browsing for things to buy. Dispose of or hide the toy 

catalogs.   

Limit window shopping and focus on buying 

for others.  Unless youõre really clueless about what to 

get your children for the holidays, donõt take them into 

toy aisles or stores. If you take them shopping, do so for 

items they need for making Grandma and Grandpaõs 

presents. Especially with young children, be clear about 

the purpose of the shopping trip ñòWeõre here to buy 

felt and trim for the stockings youõre making. Weõre not 

going to look at toys today.ó While youõre shopping, take 

the opportunity to buy gifts for needy children. Every 

year I let each of my children pick out a name on the 

tree at the mall and then we buy gifts for that child. 

Many schools and preschools offer a like service. When 

thereõs a first name and an age it helps children to visu-

alize the recipient and become more invested in the giv-

ing.   

Look for fun ways to give to those around you.  

There are many ways to do this. My children LOVE to 

make holiday treats and deliver them to neighbors 

anonymously. We wrap up the 

treats with a little note and then 

ring the doorbell and run. There 

is also the ò12 Days of Christmasó 

tradition where you give little 

gifts to the recipient for each of 

the 12 daysñagain, anony-

mously. Itõs hard to overstate how 

much children enjoy this kind of giving.   

Have your children make gifts for their fami-

lies and friends.  When a child makes a gift herself, 

sheõs automatically more invested in the giving. Most 

parents and grandparents prefer handmade gifts from 

children anyway. Make a big deal out of how much you 

like the present and appreciate her efforts when you 

open the gift ñshe will likely glow with pleasure and 

the moment will remain in her memory longer than the 

Barbie Talking Townhouse under the tree.  

Youõll find more practical tips you can use right now in 

Using Your Values to Raise Your Child to Be an Adult 

You Admire  by Harriet Heath, Ph.D.  

Reprinted with permission from Parenting Pressõs 

weekly parenting tips, copyright © 2008. 

www.ParentingPress.com/weeklytips.html.  

http://www.parentingpress.com/b_values.html
http://www.parentingpress.com/b_values.html
http://www.parentingpress.com/b_values.html
http://www.parentingpress.com/b_values.html
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surprise yourself and find something 

that fits better!) You know your child 

best and what will work for your child 

and your familyé.and rememberéitõs 

preschool!  Keep the process fun!    

 This event is open to RTG fami-

lies and their friends, so feel free to 

bring along a friend or two as well.  

The preschool information night is one of our parent 

education options for Winter quarter and is for adults 

only please.  Please note: The list of pre-

schools below has NOT BEEN FINALIZED , 

as we are still awaiting RSVPs.  If there is a 

school you are interested in that is not on the 

list, please add their name to the sheet in the 

parent education room and we will send them 

an invitation if we havenõt already.  We look 

forward to seeing you at this event!  

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Scholastic Books ~ Order in class OR online! 

Scholastic Books orders are a great and inexpensive way to 

help build your childõs reading library AND to help RTG.  

RTG receives points for each book order placed.  These 

points go towards books handed out in class for special 

events, as well as Carnival prizes given out in March.  The 

next order is due January 19th . 

To place your order online: 

   visit www.scholastic.com/parentordering 

   Class User Name: Redmondtoddler 

   password: books 
 

When you check out, under FIRST NAME, enter your 

instructorôs name.  Under LAST NAME, enter your last name. 

Ie: if your name is  Jane Doe, and you are in Miss Anitaôs class, 

you would enter: 

     First Name: Anita 

 Last Name: Doe 

Questions? Feel free to ask your instructor! 

 

Please return the plastic bags 

your book orders come in so 

they can be reused.  

Redmond 

Farrel McWhirter Park Pre-

school 

The Bear Creek School 

The Goddard School 

Kirkland  

Bucky Beaver Preschool 

Happy Day Pre-K 

Inglemoor Co-op Preschool 

Juanita Bay Montessori 

Kirkland Montessori 

Kirkland Preschool 

St. Johnôs Preschool 

Bothell 

Heritage Christian School 

Bellevue 

Bellevue Christian School 

Bellevue Country Day 

School 

Bellevue Discovery School 

Highland Christian School 

The Little School 

Three Cedars School 

Issaquah 

Emerald Heights Academy 

Woodinville 

Rosieôs Preschool 

Vaulting Frogs Preschool 

Woodinville  Family  

Preschool 

Woodinville Montessori 

Kenmore 

Morning Star School 

 

Preschools Attending Preschool Information Night ñJanuary 15th, 7 -8:30pm  

RSVPõs are still com-

ing in...we will post an 

updated list in the 

January Toby Times!  


