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TipðTake advantage of seasonal and 
holiday events to teach your children 

about gratitude. 

This time of year it is traditional to 
pause and take time to give thanks and 
appreciate what we have. Itôs a great 
opportunity to spend some extra time 
with your children participating in 
seasonal events. A vast part of parental 
influence is established simply through 
spending time together. This is a fun 

time to build memories. 

ToolsðStart teaching your children 
about how to identify and express the 
feeling of thankfulness. You might ask 

them to think of a time when they felt 

thankful. In the picture book, The Way I 
Feel, author Janan Cain portrays a 
young boy holding a favorite toy and 
thanking his father for fixing it. You 
might ask your son to remember how he 
felt when he was really hungry one time 
and then ate a very delicious dinner. 

Ask your daughter to remember a time 
when someone gave her a wonderful 

present. 

Then talk about the way people express 

feeling thankful. 

Some say thank you with words, 

ñThank youðI really like that.ò 

(Continued on page 4) 
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November: 

Mon., Nov. 3rd 

    Scholastic Book orders due. 

Mon., Nov. 10th 

    Parent Ed.: Preschool ?/Answer    

    night, 7pm in the Auditorium 

Thurs., Nov. 13th 

Parent Ed: Classes L & J 

Family Night, 6:30-7:30pm @ 

RTG 

Sat., Nov. 15th 

    Toy Clean: Class C, 10:00am 

Mon., Nov. 17th 

-Parent Ed: Jodi McVittie 

speaks on ñPositive 

Discipline,ò 7pm @ LWTC 

Auditorium in Kirkland  

    -Scholastic Book orders due. 

 

Week of  Nov 24-28th 

NO SCHOOLðThanksgiving 

week 

Mon., Nov. 24th 

7pm, Board Mtg @ RTG 

December: 

Thurs., Dec. 4th 

Parent Ed: Make &Take Toy 

Night 7pm at RTG 

Sat., Dec. 6th 

     Miss Anitaôs Santa parties,    

     9:30 & 11am (sign up in class) 

Sat., Dec. 13th 

    -Miss Annôs Santa parties, 9:30    

    & 10:30am (sign up in class) 

    - Toy Clean: classes D & E,    

       1:00pm 

 

Weeks of  Dec 15-Jan 2 

NO SCHOOLðWinter Break 

January: 

Sat., Jan 10th 

RTG Open HouseðTell your 

friends!!! 10:30am-12:30pm  

Thurs., Jan. 15th 

Parent Ed: Preschool Info 

Nightðget info on local area 

preschools! 7pm @ Benjamin 

Franklin Elem. School in 

Redmond 

Sat., Jan. 24th 

    Toy Clean: Class B, Time TBD 

 

RTG Calendar 

Fall Seasonal Fun 
 by Sherri Steelsmith 

Looking to volunteer time or 

donate items to RTG? 

Here is how you can help! 

Toby School can always use your help!  

If you would like to donate time and/or 

items to RTG, keep reading!  Also, see 

page 2 to learn how you can raise funds 

for Toby School while shopping online 

through schoolpop.   

Volunteer Needed 

Ā Treasurer:  

*  Are you good with money?  This is 

your chance to get involved on the 

board!  Please contact your teacher, 

parent leader, or any board member 

if you are interested in the position.   

Items Needed 

Ā Kleenex, hand sanitizer, and baby 

wipes are always in high demand -  

simply bring them to class and give 

them to your teacher. 

Ā Library Donations ð If you have 

DVDs, gently used board books 

and hard cover childrenôs books to 

donate, consider donating them to 

the RTG Library.  Gently used 

parenting books are also 

appreciated.  

Did you know? 

When you come to a Parent Ed. 

night you are entered in a raffle to 

win a free childrenôs book!   

An updated calendar is 
posted at: 

www.redmondtoddler.org 

http://www.parentingpress.com/b_feel.html
http://www.parentingpress.com/b_feel.html
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Board Mini Minutes, October 27, 

2008 

Currently have 178 students enrolled in 

the program, students are waitlisted for 6 

classes, classes L & E have openings. 

Preschool Information Night will be 

Thurs. Jan. 15th.  Parents can ensure a 

specific school receives an invitation by 

putting its name on the list in the Parent 

Ed. room. 

A Rubyôs Diner fundraising night will be 

scheduled for a weekday in November. 

Donations are being collected for the 

Carnival raffle packages.  Please spread 

the word! 

Sally Foster orders will be delivered to 

RTG by Nov. 10th. 

A new and improved website will be 

coming within the next few weeks. 

Teachers have been working on 100 

Books bags. 60 more books will be 

ordered. 

A third infant class may be added starting 

in January. 

RTG will host an open house on Sat. 

Jan.10th from 10:30am-12:30pm. 

A Helping Hands committee is being 

formed to foster community and enable us 

to share our resourcesðdetails coming 

soon! 

Bylaws are being revisited and soon to be 

updated. 

If you do, you could be donating a percentage of your 

purchases back to Redmond Toddler , simply by clicking 

through Schoolpop.com!  Stores such as Expedia, 

Travelocity, Sheraton, Westin, BabyStyle, BabyCenter, 

Eddie Bauer, GAP, Lands End, LL Bean, 1 -800-Flowers,  

Safeway.com, Staples, Office Depot, Oriental Trading, 

Birthday Express and many more all donate back to Toby 

School at no extra cost to you , when you register and 

designate RTG as a recipient! (You can still use online 

coupon codes too!)  Subscribe to magazines such as Parents, 

Family Fun, Nick Jr, Disney Magazine, Better Homes and 

Gardens, Real Simple, Bon Appetit, Business Week, 

National Geographic and other titles, and Toby School 

receives a donation as well! Visit www.schoolpop.com , 

register your e -mail and designate Redmond Toddler Group 

as your recipient.  Once you do that, start from the 

www.schoolpop.com website and do your shopping!  A 

portion of your purchase will come back to RTG.  (ie: Expedia 

donates 1.5%, Eddie Bauer donates 4%, Amazon 2%, etc.)  If 

you are concerned about forgetting to start at schoolpop.com, 

and are comfortable with downloading their òshopping 

buddyó it will keep track of purchases and donate back to 

Redmond Toddler Group as well.  

Do You Shop Online or 

book travel 

tickets online??  

Thank You to Our Sponsors!  Our newsletter and a portion of RTG publicity are paid for by our Toby 

Times advertisers. If you do business with any of our sponsors, please tell them you saw their ad here!  
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The Holidays are here. OK, I said it. Hard to believe but 
true!  The holiday season is often hectic and can be 
incredibly stressful to many parents. This year, global 

changes and uncertainty are also factoring into our holiday 
mood.  There are so many things going on around us and 
often personal safety gets overlooked during this hectic 
time. However, now is the best time to brush up on safety 
with your family. There will be lots of interaction with 
family and friends and new experiences and new places. 
Now is a great time to practice ñwhat ifò scenarios with 
your kids. Believe it or not, taking time to talk safety with 

your kids will take some of the anxiety out of your 

holiday season and theirs. 

Here are some great tips on how to stay safe during the 

holidays.   

Safety while shopping: 

Have a designated spot (like a sales counter) to meet at 

if you get separated. 

Make sure younger kids practice their name, your name 

and cell phone number 

Remind kids never to leave the store, no matter what! 

Practice identifying ñsafe grown upsò while you are out 

and about 

Older kids should always take a friend when going to 

the mall without and adult 

Remind kids to always check first with you before 

going anywhere or accepting gifts 

Never leave children unattended in stores, arcades, or 

playgrounds 

Safety at holiday parties: 

Let your child chose who they wish to show affection 
to. Do not force them to kiss or hug someone. Even if 
it means hurting Grandma or Uncle Joeôs feelings. 
Your child needs to know they have power over their 

own bodies. 

Check in on your kids when you are at a large 

gathering or function. Make sure they are doing OK. 

Kids need to check first with a parent before going off 
with someone at the party (eg. To play video games or 
watch a movie in the bedroom or leaving the house to 

go play in the front yard). 

Have each adult at the party take 20 minute ñshiftsò to 
cruise around and check on the kids to make sure they 

are all doing OK. 

If someone is making your child uncomfortable 

(excessive tickling, hugging, wrestling) intervene on 
your childôs behalf to end the behavior. You child 
needs to know they have your support and that you are 

there to protect them, no matter what. 

Most of all have a safe and wonderful holiday season! 

Questionsé concernsé. Contact us! kim@pomwa.org  We 

are here to help! 

Holiday Season Safety Tips ð By Kim Estes 

Deadline for the December edition of the Toby 

Times is Monday, November 24th.  

Please e-mail contributions to Meg Iyer at 

megiyer@gmail.com with subject ñToby Timesò 

 Family safety first!  

Want to learn how  

to empower your family?  

 

We have innovative, prevention education Workshops  

 for parents and children. We teach you how to talk to  

your kids about personal safety in a Non -scary manner  

with age appropriate teaching tips! Contact us today to  

find out more!  www.pomwa.org   or  kim@pomwa.org  

Scholastic Books ~ Order in class OR online! 

The next order is due November 3rd and orders from the 

December catalog are due November 17th. 

To place your order online: 

   visit www.scholastic.com/parentordering 

   Class User Name: Redmondtoddler 

   password: books 
 

When you check out, under FIRST NAME, enter your 

instructorôs name.  Under LAST NAME, enter your last 

name. 

Ie: if your name is  Jane Doe, and you are in Miss Anitaôs 

class, you would enter: 

     First Name: Anita 

 Last Name: Doe 

Questions? Feel free to ask your instructor! 

Please return the plastic bags your book orders 

come in so they can be reused.  

mailto:kim@pomwa.org
http://www.pomwa.org/
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Preschool Question/Answer Night 

Monday Nov. 10th @ 7pm, Auditorium 

Come listen to a panel including representa-

tives from Montessori, Co-op, and Traditional 

Preschools! 

Some express feeling thankful with 

actionsða big hug, a kiss, or giving a 

present. 

Others say thank you by sharing their 
feelings, ñI feel so thankful that I have 

these great kids to help me make 
dinnerò or ñIôm 
so happy when 
you help pick 
up toysðthen I 
donôt have to 
do all the 

work.ò 

Ask your child 
to think of something he or she is 
thankful for and then decide on a way 

to express being thankful. 

The Trading Game 

As Thanksgiving draws nearer, we 
usually remember the first 
Thanksgiving where the settlers and 
the Native Americans gathered 
together in friendship and feasting. 

Read a story with your children about 
that time. Discuss the two peoples and 
how they lived. You can play this fun 

game (drawn from the Historical 
Activity Guide) to help children 
understand the ñtrading economyò the 

Native Americans used. 

Materials: 8-10 small items per player. 
You can use small polished rocks, 
shells, pencils, erasers, small candies, 
bookmarks, marbles, etc. (Note: These 
items will be traded, so children must 

be willing to give them away) 

1. Explain the game. We are going 

to play a game using these small items 
to find out what it is like when no one 

uses money. 

2. Explain how a trading economy 

worked. The Native Americans did not 
use money. Common, everyday items 

were less valuable. Rare items, or ones 
that came from far away, were worth 
more. Since there was no money, you 

had to trade for what you wanted. 

3. Designate a value for the items.

Perhaps you will decide that one pretty 
shell is worth two of the more common 

pencils. If the candies are a prime 
commodity, perhaps one of them will 

be worth two marbles.  

4. Demonstrate how the items are 

valued. Hold up two items and ask 
your children to tell you which is more 
valuable. Repeat with other pairs until 

they get the idea. 

5. Begin trading. Start by having half 

the players spread out their items and 

the other half can be ñshoppers.ò Then 

switch roles. 

Youôll find more practical tips you can 
use right now in The Way I Feel by 

Janan Cain. 

Reprinted with permission from 
Parenting Pressôs weekly parenting 
tips, copyright © 2008. 

www.ParentingPress.com/

weeklytips.html.  

(Continued from page 1) - Fall Seasonal Fun  

 

Whole-brain Montessori  

Preschool and Kindergarten  

Before/after school care  

For Open House or Tour information contact  

425 -885 -2345  

2576 152 nd Ave. NE, Redmond WA 98052  

                            www.SpectrumAcademy.us 

http://www.parentingpress.com/b_hag.html
http://www.parentingpress.com/b_hag.html
http://www.parentingpress.com/b_feel.html
http://www.parentingpress.com/b_feel.html



