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What is it about Halloween that makes 

it such a popular holiday for children 

and adults alikeðsecond only to the 

Christmas/Hanukah winter holidays? 

ñYou could research that question to 

death,ò says Susan J. Oliver, Executive 

Director of the national not-for-profit 

organization Playing for Keeps, which 

promotes healthy, constructive play, 

ñbut from a play perspective, 

Halloween is the one day a year when 

pretend play takes center stage in our 

culture.  Starting as toddlers, we are 

drawn to the magnificent characters, 

stories, and worlds we can create in 

our own imaginations and the way they 

help us work out our goals, plans, and 

problems.  For kids, Halloween 

celebrates and legitimizes their pretend 

play, and for adults it takes us back to 

that richly creative time of our lives.ò 

Perhaps the most 

important thing 

about Halloween is 

how we can keep 

that imaginative 

Halloween spirit 

alive all year round.  

Pretend play is a 

crucial contributor 

to healthy child 

development because it fosters 

creativity and strong problem solving 

skills.  We should be encouraging kids 

to engage in pretend play regularly. 

Children donôt need any special props 

or toys to engage in pretend play, 

though many high quality products are 

available.  Thatôs whatôs so special 

about using the imagination.  A 

simple scarf or piece of cloth can 

be a superheroôs cape, a dollôs 

diaper, a table cloth, or headgear for a 

princess.  In fact, whether you are 

buying toys or improvising, we 

encourage parents and grandparents 

to look for play materials that are 

as open ended as possible.  The 

trick is to use materials that give kids 
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October: 

* Thurs., Oct. 9th 

Parent Ed: Class A ñGet to Know Youò 6:30-7:30pm @ RTG 

* Thurs., Oct. 9th 

Parent Ed: Infant Classes  ñGet to Know Youò @ RTG 

* Fri., Oct. 10th 

Scholastic Book orders due! (see page 4 for order details) 

* Wed., Oct. 22nd 

Parent Ed: Classes B & G Family Night 6:30-7:30pm @ RTG 

* Thurs., Oct. 23rd 

Parent Ed: Emergency Preparedness, 7pm @ RTG 

* Fri., Oct. 24rd 

Sally Foster Orders are due!  

* Mon., Oct. 27th 

7pm, Board Mtg. @ RTG 

* Wed., Oct. 29th 

Parent Ed: Classes J & L ñ Get to Know Youò  @ RTG 

November: 

* Thurs., Nov. 13th 

Parent Ed: Classes L & J Family Night, 6:30-7:30pm @ RTG 

* Mon., Nov. 17th 

Parent Ed: Jodi McVittie speaks on ñPositive Discipline,ò 7pm @ 

LWTC Auditorium in Kirkland  

* Week of  Nov 24-28th 

NO SCHOOLðThanksgiving week 

* Mon., Nov. 24th 

7pm, Board Mtg @ RTG 

December: 

* Thurs., Dec. 4th 

Parent Ed: Make and Take Toy Night 7pm at RTG 

* Weeks of  Dec 15-Jan 2 

NO SCHOOLðWinter Break 

RTG Calendar 

An updated calendar is posted at: www.redmondtoddler.org 

Use Your Imagination: 

Making the Creativity of Halloween Last All Year Long 

Provided by Meganôs Toybox 
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Board Mini Minutes, September 

22, 2008 

¶ Currently have 179 students 

enrolled in the program, 8 full 

classes and students waitlisted for 

6 classes 

¶ Toddler long-sleeved t-shirts($10), 

toddler hoodies($18), adult long-

sleeve tees ($12) and infant shirts 

(price TBD) will be for sale.  See 

your instructor for details. 

¶ Preschool Information Night will 

be Thursday January 15th, more 

details to come soon.  We will co-

host with LWTG. 

¶ Sally Foster orders need to be 

placed by Oct. 24th.  Orders will 

be delivered to RTG by Nov. 10th 

¶ Books in library have been 

updated.  A printed list will be 

coming soon.  Parenting books 

(newer printings) would be 

welcome donations. 

¶ Website host has been changed 

from a UK firm to a US firm.  

New design is in progress. 

¶ Teachers have been working on 

100 Books bags. 

¶ Toy clean schedule is posted on 

the wall in the toddler classroom. 

¶ Bylaws are being revisited and 

soon to be updated. 

TEACHERôS CORNER 

By Ann Gugat 

We are trying something new this year in the Toby School 

Toddler room: classroom themes.  By doing themes and rotating 

toys based on them, we hope to keep the classroom interesting 

and stimulating for the kids.  Of course, we will keep all the 

standard favorites around so that the little ones feel comfortable.  

We also hope to call attention to different styles of learning for 

the parents as we mix things up.  For example, our first theme this 

fall is ñLetôs Build Itò which incorporates toys that use both large 

and fine motor skills, small manipulatives (the beginning of math 

skills), and imagination.  Please check out the ñClassroomò 

section of the bulletin board for more information about this.  

Some of our art work and sensory table items will also go along 

with the Season or Theme. 

We hope you all enjoy the changes in the classroom.  Here are 

themes for the rest of the school year (as we have it planned 

now).  Each theme will last about ½ of the 

quarter. 

Fall-   Back to School, and Letôs Build It 

 Circus and zoo animals 

Winter- Winter wonderland 

   Things that go 

Spring- Pond life 

 Farm Fun 

 RTG Classes with  Openings!  

Age Day/Time                                Class  

6-12 months Wednesdays, 10-11:45 am K 

12-24 months Tuesdays, 1 - 2:45 pm E 

28 - 30 months   
w/ limited sibs 

Tuesdays, 11am-12:45pm D 

24ï36 months 
w/ limited sibs 

Thursdays, 12:15 - 2:00 pm L 

Trick or Tuna!  

Once again Toby School has 

the opportunity to participate in 

an outreach program to the 

community called TRICK or TUNA.   

You are invited to bring a can or more of tuna 

to donate to the Emergency Feeding Program 

of King County.   Small bags are available in 

class to take home & bring back with your 

donation.  We will be participating all month 

so just bring it back and put it in the black 

laundry basket.  Other non -perishable 

food items such as canned vegetables, 

canned fruits, mac & cheese, etc. are 

welcome as well.  Thank you very much for 

your support!  

Tell A Friendé 
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As I write this, it is raining. It is a reminder that summer is 

over and fall is actually here. In our house, the official kick 

off of fall seems arrive with pumpkins and the celebration 

of Halloween. This truly scares most parents as it is also 

the reminder that the beginning of the holiday season will 

be staring us down shortly.  

Another thing that seems to truly scare parents is the topic 

of personal safety. The thought of having to talk to their 

kids about predators or preventing sexual abuse can be too 

much for many parents.  

When I have asked parents why they do not talk to their 

kids about sexual abuse and abduction prevention, the 

reasons vary greatly. Here are a few of them: 

¶ I am afraid talking about it will ruin their innocence. 

¶ I am afraid of scaring them. 

¶ I donôt know how or when to begin the conversation. 

¶ We live in a safe neighborhood so I do not think they 

are really at risk. 

¶ Our daycare/school does background checks on all 

staff and volunteers. 

¶ My child is too young. 

¶ I have been meaning to take a safety workshop but I 

have been so busy! 

¶ We already talked about strangers. 

¶ The policemen came to the school already to talk to the 

kids. 

¶ I want to talk to them but the timing has not been right 
 

If you have held off on talking to your kids about personal 

safety for any of the reasons listed above, you are not 

alone. However, now is time to stop being scared and start 

being proactive!!  

Did you know you can significantly reduce your childôs 

risk of abduction or sexual abuse just by talking to them 

about how to stay safe? Even kids as young as 2 can start 

learning little safety tips. 

You can start with these easy Halloween tips to help you 

get the conversation going! 

¶ Always use the buddy system when trick or treating. 

¶ Young kids need to be accompanied by a TRUSTED 

adult. 

¶ Know the homes where your child will receive treats. 

¶ Demonstrate safety by approaching only well lit homes 

(inside and out). 

¶ Remind children to NEVER enter someoneôs home 
without permission from their parents. 

¶ Stress to children they should never approach a vehicle 

(occupied or not). 

¶ Remind children and adults to stay alert and report any 

suspicious activity to law enforcement. 

¶ Teach (and practice!) how your child can ñgo bananasò 
if someone tries to grab them. 

¶ Review (and practice) your name, address and phone 

number with your kids. 
 

Looking for an alternative to handing our candy? Try 

something new like safety tattoos! You can order them 

online from www.tattooswithapurpose.com. Promote the 

message of safety, avoid the sugar and the kids will love 

them! 

Most of allé. Stop being scared, start talking  and have a 

safe October! 

No Need to be Scared Anymore!ð By Kim Estes 

Deadline for the November edition of the Toby 

Times is Monday, October 27th.  

Please e-mail contributions to Pam McBain at 

jpmcbain@msn.com with subject ñToby Timesò 

 Family safety first!  

Want to learn how  

to empower your family?  

 

We have innovative, prevention education Workshops  

 for parents and children. We teach you how to talk to  

your kids about personal safety in a Non -scary manner  

with age appropriate teaching tips! Contact us today to  

find out more!  www.pomwa.org   or  kim@pomwa.org  

Interested in helping put together the 

Toby Times?  We are still looking for a 

volunteer to put together the monthly 

newsletter!  Please contact your teacher if 

you are interested!  

http://www.pomwa.org/
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Scholastic Book Orders!  

Order in class OR online! 

Scholastic Books orders are a great and inexpensive way to 

help build your childôs reading library AND to help RTG.   

RTG receives points for each book order placed.  These points 

go towards books handed out in class for special events, as well 

as Carnival prizes given out in March.  RTG gets double-bonus 

points for our first order, due October 10th! 
 

To place your order online: 

¶    visit www.scholastic.com/parentordering 

¶    Class User Name: Redmondtoddler 

¶    password: books 
 

When you check out, under FIRST NAME, enter your 

instructorôs name.  Under LAST NAME, enter your last name. 

Ie: if your name is  Jane Doe, and you are in Miss Anitaôs 

class, you would enter: 

¶      First Name: Anita 

¶  Last Name: Doe 

 

Questions?  

Feel free to ask your instructor! 

plenty of room to make it up on their 

own. 

Suggestions to parents and 

grandparents for using Halloween as a 

launching point for a whole year of 

richly imaginative play: 

¶ Keep that costume handy.  Think 

of it as an everyday part of your childôs 

toy chest, not as a Halloween-specific 

costume.  Keep it fresh by adding other 

items that can change or enhance the 

costumeðscarves, gloves, goofy hats, 

shoes, or even pieces of cloth pinned 

onto the costume to transform it into a 

whole new character.  Double check 

everything for safety before you offer 

it to your child. 

¶ Encourage your child to make up 

stories about her Halloween 

character.  Long after the treats are 

gone, the fun can continue through 

developing the personality of the 

Halloween character and creating 

stories that include it.  Your child may 

enjoy dressing up and acting out the 

stories, and moms or dads shouldnôt be 

shy about joining in.  (Yes, that means 

dressing up, too!)  Younger kids may 

enjoy having you write down the 

stories they tell about their character, 

which they can illustrate, and older 

children can be encouraged to write 

out the story themselves. 

¶ Offer other dress up 

opportunities.  Getting ñin characterò 

by wearing a costume doesnôt need to 

be limited to Halloween.  Other special 

events, like birthdays, Thanksgiving, 

April Foolsô Day, and other holidays 

can be celebrated through costumes 

that kids make up for the occasion.  

Any old day can become a party day 

for family and friends if you add 

costumes to the fun.  Keep an eye out 

for potential costume pieces at your 

church rummage sale, thrift shops, and 

even the back of your own closet. 

�³�(�[�W�H�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�H�W�H�Q�G�´���W�R���R�W�K�H�U��
everyday situations.  Costumes are 

fun, but not required for becoming 

your favorite imaginary character.  

Parents, grandparents, and kids can 

pretend in the most ordinary, everyday 

situationsðdoing the laundry as if you 

are penguins; shopping for groceries as 

if you are the king and queen of  an 

imaginary country; switching roles so 

you child pretends to be the parent and 

you are the kid while you clean up the 

house. 

Parents and teachers may not think 

about Halloween as the national 

holiday that celebrates the imagination, 

but kids know full well that itôs the 

time when they get to publicly display 

the fun that goes on within their own 

heads.  And the good news is that this 

type of activity helps kids develop 

creativity and compassion.  We love to 

see parents keep a bit of Halloween 

going all year long because the pretend 

play it encourages is so healthy and 

fun for the kids and the whole family. 

(Continued from page 1) - Use Your Imagination  

Whole -brain Montessori  

Preschool and Kindergarten  

Ages 6 years and under  

2576 152 nd Ave. NE, Redmond WA 98052  

Call for Open House  

425 -885 -2345  


